
   

Heart of Mary Cluster 

2019-2020 Annual Report 

Dear Parishioners of the Heart of Mary cluster,                                    

Well, that didn’t go as planned… 

Those were the first thoughts that came to 
mind as I sat down to write this summary of 
our past fiscal year. 

I don’t think any of us ever imagined we would find       
ourselves in the midst of a worldwide pandemic that 
would close our churches for ten weeks.  Our churches 
reopened, fittingly enough, on the Feast of Pentecost, but 
the coronavirus rages on to this day.  We continue to take 
precautions at Mass.  Meetings have been held via Zoom.  
We are unable to gather for community meals, not even 
funeral dinners.  Our Faith Formation staff has had to     
envision new ways to pass on the faith.  Months later, 
there are times when it still feels surreal.  We long to    
return to ‘normal.’ 

When the virus first struck, many wondered how our 
churches would survive.  We are meant to be in            
community with one another, gathered together as the 
Body of Christ.  

Yet we ARE continuing on because it is CHRIST who guides 
us, especially during these difficult times.  There have 
been blessings in the midst of all the pain.  Our desire for 
the Eucharist intensified when public Masses were not        
allowed.  We are learning to adapt and be creative in our 
ministry to each other.  If we keep our focus on Jesus, 
hopefully we will emerge from this crisis stronger and 
more grateful for all the things we once took for granted. 

I wish to thank all those who have stepped forward during 
these difficult times to help sustain and build community.    
We are grateful, too, to all those who have made a one-
time gift or increased their tithe, realizing that others had 
lost jobs and were unable to give as before.  Your           
generosity has not gone unnoticed and has helped us 
through these challenging times!   Thank you!  

May God continue to guide and bless us and keep us in 
good health as doctors and scientists work on developing 
effective treatments and vaccines. 

In the peace of Christ,  

Marcia Reilly, Parish Life Coordinator 

Gracious and loving God,  
As the autumn season  
continues its transformation  
and the days become shorter,  
the earth cooler;  
as we join family and friends  
in joy and celebration  
on Thanksgiving Day,  
we pause to give You thanks  
and praise  
for the abundant blessings  
You have bestowed upon us:  
For life and health,  
safety and comfort,  
food and nourishment.  
Through your Spirit,  
open our hearts so that we may be  
even better stewards of Your  
many blessings.  
Show us how to be a blessing  
for the poor, sick, lonely  
and all who suffer.  
And help us nurture the gift of faith,  
revealed to us by your Son,  
Jesus Christ,  
our greatest gift,  
who reigns with You  
and the Holy Spirit,  
one God forever and ever.  

Amen. 
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Food Pantry 
The parishes of Sacred Heart, Walker 
and St. Mary, Urbana each have a 
food pantry on site.  If you or some-
one you know is in need of food, 
please call the parish office, so we can 
connect you with the volunteers who 
meet with our clients.   

• St. Mary, Urbana—Dawn Atkinson 
• Sacred Heart—Gloria Loughren, 

Joyce & Larry Conrad, Betty 
Gottschalk, Jane Meisheid, Janet 
& Randy Weekly. 

Quick Reference Information 

Baptism 
Parents desiring to have their child 
baptized need to be registered mem-
bers of one of our parishes or provide 
a letter from the pastor of the parish 
where they are registered. 
 

Parents need to attend a baptism class 
to prepare for their child’s baptism.  
The class is held the second Monday 
of the month, rotating between our 
three parishes.  Please call the office 
to register. 
 

Baptisms typically are celebrated dur-
ing Mass per the following schedule: 
 

• 1st and 3rd Sundays in Walker & 
Urbana 

• 2nd and 4th Sundays in Vinton 
 

Canon law requires the child have one 
confirmed, practicing Catholic as a 
godparent.  If there is more than one 
godparent, canon law requires that 
one of the godparents be male and 
the other female. 

Are you or is someone you know  
interested in becoming Catholic?  Or 

are you an adult Catholic who has  
never been confirmed and wishes to 
receive the sacrament?  If so, please 

contact Marcia Reilly. 

Hall Rental-Temporarily Suspended 
Looking for a place to have your next 
family reunion or to host a birthday or 
graduation party?  Parishioners may 
rent the hall at any of our parishes.  
We will also rent the hall to non-
parishioners at a slightly higher rate.  
The gathering space in Vinton may also 
be rented.  Please call the  office to 
check on fees and availability. 

In the hospital?  Please let us know!  If 
you or a family member is admitted to 
the hospital, please let us know.  
HIPAA laws, which govern the privacy 
and security of health information,   
prevent hospitals from openly sharing 
patient information.  Fr. Jim and    
Marcia visit parishioners in the         
hospital if they are aware of their stay.   

Prayer lists…  If you or a family     
member wishes to be added to the    
prayer list, please call the office to let 
us know.  We MUST have the            
permission of the person to add them 
to the list, or if they are unable to 
speak for themselves, the permission 
of an immediate family member. 

Thinking about the priesthood or  
religious life?   

Fr. Jim or Marcia can help you get  
connected to the right people to    

continue your discernment, or you 
may contact Fr. John Seda, Vocation 

Director for the Archdiocese of Dubu-
que.  Call Fr. Seda at 515-292-1192 or 
e-mail him at dbqcvo@dbqarch.org 

Bookmark our website:   heartofmary.org 

Like us on Facebook:   
    www.facebook.com/Heart-of-Mary-Cluster-Catholic-Churches 

Marriage 
Please contact Dcn. Steve at least one 
year in advance to schedule your date 
and begin preparations.  There is a  
facility fee of $100 for parishioners or 
$300 for non-parishioners. 
Learn more at http://heartofmary.org/
marriage 

Anointing of the Sick 
Once a year, we celebrate the Sacra-
ment of Anointing of the Sick following 
Mass for anyone with a chronic illness 
(physical or mental).  Those of 
“advanced age” may also receive the 
sacrament, even if not ill.  Please    
contact Fr. Jim if you wish to receive 
the sacrament at another time. 

Do you need an annulment for a previ-
ous marriage or do you have questions 
about the process? Call Marcia Reilly 
to learn more or to begin the process. 

Religious Education Class times 
(All meet on Wednesday evenings) 

Center Point-Urbana at St. Mary, Urbana 

 K-4th grade:  6:00 pm-7:15 pm 
 5th-8th grade:  7:30 pm-8:45 pm 
 

Vinton-Shellsburg at St. Mary, Vinton  

 K-5th grade: 3:45 pm-5:00 pm 

 6th-12th grade: 6:45 pm-8:00 pm 
 

North Linn at Sacred Heart, Walker 
 K-6th grade: 4:00 pm-5:15 pm 

 7th-12 grade AND CPU High 
School:  7:15 pm-8:30pm at Walker 

Weather cancellations 

Religious Education Classes 

 If school is cancelled or dismissed 
early due to inclement weather, RE 
classes will be cancelled. 

 Announcements will be submitted 
to KCRG, KGAN and KWWL.  We 
will also share the information on  
our website (heartofmary.org) and 
Facebook page. 

Mass 

 If Mass is cancelled on a Saturday 
or Sunday due to weather,         
announcements will be submitted 
to KCRG, KGAN and KWWL.  An      
announcement will also be posted 
on our website and Facebook. 

Religious Education Tuition 
One child—$70; Two children—$110; 
Three or more children/family—$130 
 

Sacramental fees:  $25 for First Com-
munion year; $35 for Confirmation.   
 

Snack fee $10 for SHW K-6 & SMV K-5 

Bulletin submissions are due by the 
end of the day on Tuesday.  E-mail to 

heartofmarycluster@gmail.com 

Reconciliation (Confession) 
Fr. Jim is typically available for the 
Sacrament of Reconciliation 20 
minutes before the weekend Masses.  
If you would like to arrange to receive 
the sacrament at another time, please 
contact Fr. Jim. 
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Marcia Reilly 

Parish Life Coordinator 

m.reilly@dbqarch.org 

Cell:  319-310-1772 

Fr. Jim Brokman 

Sacramental Priest 

dbqhc1@dbqarch.org 

Deacon Steve Ford 

Permanent Deacon 

DBQ203D@dbqarch.org 

Home:  319-849-2296 

Brenda Kowalsky 
Coordinator of Youth (gr. 6-
12) & Young Adult Ministry 
b.kowalsky@dbqarch.org 

Office:  319-448-4241 

Jeannie Springer 
Business Manager for Cluster  

and St. Mary, Vinton 
dbq203sec@dbqarch.org 

Office:  319-472-3368 

Nancy Dobney 
Business Manager for  
St. Mary, Urbana and  
Sacred Heart, Walker 

dbq207bm@dbqarch.org 
Office:  319-448-4241 

Mary Pat Muhlena 
Coordinator of Faith  
Formation (gr. K-5) 

m.muhlena@dbqarch.org 
Office:  319-472-3368 

“I'm Catholic because I was born and raised in the faith.  I stay       
Catholic because it is in the Catholic Church, especially through our 
prayer and sacraments, that I feel most connected to our triune 
God.  There is a depth and richness to our faith that feeds and        
nurtures me in a way that nothing else does.”  

“Simple.  I'm Catholic because I believe that what our faith teaches 
is true.  That's it.” 

“There are so many answers I could give, the short answer is         
because it is true. It is the One True Church founded by Jesus Christ. 
To paraphrase St. Peter, our first Pope, the Catholic Church has the 
words of eternal life, where else would I go?” 

“I was subbing for a first grade class recently, and we were   
talking about the concept of belonging. One bright young     
fellow got the message and piped up, ‘We all belong to God!’ 
Well, I'm Catholic because that's where I belong: by family, by 
baptism, by choice, by faith, and by fellowship with you all.”  

“I’m Catholic because I believe that the Eucharist becomes the 
body of Christ to nourish my soul and give me the strength I 
need to be at peace, no matter what happens. It seems the 
more I search for answers the more Jesus reveals himself to me, 
and there’s just something about the sacraments, 2000-year-old 
rituals, traditions, and stories that I love.”  

“Why am I Catholic? Most importantly because I was born and raised 
by two amazing Catholic parents. Why I stay Catholic is that I love my 
faith which began with Jesus; I love what it stands for; I've questioned 
many things and found my answers; I love Mary and honoring her for 
saying "yes" to God; I love that Jesus died on the cross for me (for    
everyone) and He is present at Mass in the Eucharist; because this is 
the one true Faith. Amen!” 

“I feel that Catholicism is my pathway to God.  It has always 
been such a huge part of my life, my being...it's in my spiritual 
DNA!”  

Heart of Mary staff members answer the question, “Why am I Catholic?” 
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Pastoral councils consist of laity who, together with the pastor, or in our case, the Parish Life Coordinator, 
are called to envision and plan for the future of the parish as it meets the pastoral needs of the people of 
God.  In Vision 2000, a planning document developed for the Archdiocese of Dubuque, the planning 
role of a parish pastoral council is described as follows: 
 

Planning is critical to the growth and vitality of a parish or cluster of parishes. Having a plan sets 
a forward direction for a parish. It focuses the energies of staff, committees, and volunteers to-
ward common goals, and provides a means of accountability. The parish council has, as one of 
its major functions, the responsibility for planning in the parish. 
 

Responsibilities of pastoral councils include the following: 

• To listen to and represent the wisdom of parishioners and parish staff as part of the planning process. 

• To determine priorities and develop a plan for both implementing and evaluating them. 
• To develop goals and objectives which further the mission of the parish. 

• To evaluate regularly the goals and objectives of the council and its subgroups. 
• To recommend policies which are supportive of the mission of the parish. 

• To call forth the gifts of individuals and groups/committees in the parish to carry out its mission. 
 

The parish pastoral council is an advisory body to the pastor/parish life coordinator. 
 

Registered members of the parish who are baptized, confirmed and practicing Catholics in good standing 
with the Church are eligible to serve on the pastoral council.    

Parish Leadership 

St. Mary, Vinton Pastoral Council Members 

Name Office E-mail Term End Date 

Melissa Tandy Chair mtandy92@gmail.com 6/30/2021 

Cindy Forsyth Vice-chair Cindy.forsyth30@gmail.com 6/30/2023 

Stacey Happel Secretary stacey1387@hotmail.com 6/30/2022 

Rhonda Happel  Rhonda_Happel@hotmail.com 6/30/2021 

Jim Mott  jmmott@fmtcs.com 6/30/2021 

Billy Ollinger  billy.ollinger@gmail.com 6/30/2023 

JR Schemmel  jr52349@yahoo.com 6/30/2022 

Danise Shannon  eija5393@gmail.com 6/30/2022 

Jeannie Springer Business Manager dbq203sec@dbqarch.org NA 

Marcia Reilly Parish Life Coordinator m.reilly@dbqarch.org NA 

Mass: 
Sunday - 10:30 a.m. 
 

Adoration: 
Tuesday 9 a.m. - 8 p.m.  
(until 6 p.m. during winter 
months) 
 

Office Hours: 
Monday-Thursday 
    8:30 a.m. - 4:30 p.m. 
Friday  
    8:30 a.m. - Noon 

2020-2021 Council  Front Row: Danise Shannon, Stacey Happel, 
Billy Ollinger, Cindy Forsyth. Back Row:  JR Schemmel,           

Melissa Tandy, Marcia Reilly, Jim Mott, Rhonda Happel 

St. Mary, Vinton was founded in 1878.  The present  church 
was completed and dedicated in 1968.  The addition of the 
gathering space was completed and dedicated in 2013. 
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St. Mary, Urbana Pastoral Council Members 

Mass: 
Sunday - 8:30 a.m. 

Office Hours: 
Wed.  8:30 a.m. - 4:30 p.m. 
 

(Please see office hours 
in Walker for the other 

days of the week) 

Name Office E-mail Term End Date 

Todd Peterson Chair toddamber_peterson@msn.com 6/30/2023 

Annie Brustkern Vice-chair abrustkern@hotmail.com 6/30/2021 

Samantha Fish Secretary jsfish3216@gmail.com 6/30/2022 

Jason Jaquette  jasonphi448@yahoo.com 6/30/2021 

Michele Koppedryer  mnmkopp@fmtcs.com 6/30/2023 

Dave Oldakowski  dfoldakowski@gmail.com 6/30/2023 

Nancy Dobney Business Manager dbq207bm@dbqarch.org NA 

Marcia Reilly Parish Life Coordinator m.reilly@dbqarch.org NA 

Sacred Heart, Walker Pastoral Council Members 

2020-2021 
Council Members: 

Front Row:  Kerry Peyton, Jim Meisheid, 
Janet Weekly 
Back Row:   Marcia Reilly, Barry Hatch, 
Brenda Dorothy 
Not pictured:  Dave Beuter, Nancy Dobney 

Name Office E-mail Term End Date 

Dave Beuter Chair dave.beuter@linncounty.org 6/30/2021 

Barry Hatch Vice-chair bhatch0045@yahoo.com 6/30/2022 

Kerry Peyton Secretary kerry0120@aol.com 6/30/2022 

Brenda Dorothy  bmlansing7@aol.com 6/30/2021 

Jim Meisheid  meishjim@live.com 6/30/2023 

Janet Weekly  janet@traveladvisorscr.com     6/30/2023 

Nancy Dobney Business Manager dbq207bm@dbqarch.org NA 

Marcia Reilly Parish Life Coordinator m.reilly@dbqarch.org NA 

Mass: 

Saturday - 5:15 p.m. 

Office Hours: 
  Mon., Tues, Thurs.: 
      8:30 a.m. - 4:30 p.m. 
  Friday: 
      8:30 a.m. - Noon 
(Staff in Urbana on Wed.) 

2020-2021 
Council Members 

Front Row:  Jason Jaquette, 
Samantha Fish, Michele 
Koppedryer;  Back Row:   
Annie Brustkern, Marcia 
Reilly, Dave Oldakowski 
Not pictured: Todd Peterson, 
Nancy Dobney  

St. Mary, Urbana was  
founded in 1872.  The 

current church was built 
and dedicated in 1969. 

Sacred Heart was founded in 
1885 and the church was built in 
1887.  The current parish center 
was completed in 1985. 



 6 

Faith Formation 

Name Office E-mail Term End Date Parish 

Barb West Chair bwestotr@gmail.com 6/30/2021 SHW 

Holly Ollinger Vice-chair hollyollinger@yahoo.com 6/30/2022 SMV 

Sheila Medvedjevs Secretary smedvedjevs@gmail.com 6/30/2023 SMV 

Dennis Dorothy  bmlansing7@aol.com 6/30/2023 SHW 

Jana Kelly  janakelly06@gmail.com 6/30/2023 SMU 

John Kemp  jjkemp70@msn.com 6/30/2021 SMV 

Mary Magill  crmmam@fmtcs.com 6/30/2021 SMU 

Linda Sturbaum  lj1206776@aol.com 6/30/2023 SHW 

Kelli Westendorf  kelli.westendorf@gmail.com 6/30/2022 SMU 

Mary Pat Muhlena — Coordinator of Faith Formation dbq203ff@dbqarch.org NA 

Brenda Kowalsky — Coordinator of Youth & Young Adult Ministry dbq203ym@dbqarch.org NA 

Marcia Reilly Parish Life Coordinator m.reilly@dbqarch.org NA — 

 

The Faith Formation Commission (FFC) is one of six stand-
ing committees of the pastoral council.  The purpose of 
the FFC is to develop and oversee a comprehensive cate-
chetical plan for the parish/cluster to provide for the life-
long faith formation and catechesis of all its members.   
In other words, faith formation is, or should be, about 
much more than the religious education of our youth.  As 
adults, we also need to continue to grow in the 
knowledge and understanding of our faith so that we will 
be equipped to pass it on to future generations.  

The Covid-19 pandemic brought out our creativity in  
ministry, including Faith Formation.   Along with many 
other activities, one of the in-person First Eucharist     
retreats was cancelled.  Mary Pat Muhlena, our               
Coordinator of Faith Formation, sent families the          
information needed to do the retreat at home.   As      
always, the bread-making activity was a huge hit! 

In November 2019, 21 youth and 12 chaperones from the 
Heart of Mary Cluster traveled to Indianapolis where they 
joined over 22,000 others at the National Catholic Youth 
Conference (NCYC) to grow in and celebrate our Catholic 
faith!  The theme of the conference was “Blessed Broken 
Given.” 

 

During non-Covid times, 
one of the highlights   
for the youth in Faith     

Formation classes was 
the nights when they 

had music!                                                   

 

We are grateful 
for the music 

leaders who led 
these fun  
evenings!  

 

 

Leaders:  SHW:  Ruth      
Dolan; SMU: Laurie Plante 
and Emily Kisling;                         
SMV:  Peggy Weideman 
and Janet Woodhouse. 

A couple more pictures from Faith Formation 
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First Communions in the Heart of Mary Cluster 

Sydney Antes Aiden Berns Kaizli Boddicker Charles Derenne Brianna Edler 

Kinslee Etringer Luke Hamer Jenna Hankemeier Andy Holthaus 

Estelle Johnston Mason Kearns Wesley Lacey Naylen LeClere 

Ryker McKee Audra Meyer Nic Michael Lane Miller Sydney Miller 
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Front row:  Brenda Kowalsky (CYYAM), Lauren       
Murray, Allison Kemp, Jesse Pladsen, Lucy           
Howes-Vonstein, Taylor Shipley, Elizabeth Jeray, 
Marcia Reilly (PLC).  Second row:  Brooks Erickson, 
Cali Travis, Emily Levis, Kayla Griffith, Elias Colsch, 
Isaac Allsup, Andrew Jessen, Caleb Janko,        
Archbishop Jackels. Third row:  Fr. Jim Brokman, 
Brady Ortner, Kaden Kingsbury, Bailey Weeks, 
Katelyn Hyland, Alexis Smith, Ethan Rolllinger, 
William Phillips, Kyle Medvedjevs.   Back row:  
Josie Sagan, Samantha Walton, Abby Bartz.       
Not pictured:  Dawson Sturtz. 

Kaylee Pavolvec Lexi Primrose Kasen Schminke Madeline Seiler 

Cecilia Simon Max Terc Leighton Tritle Owen Van Ree 

Carter Volz Jordy Winn Rosalie Woods Euan Wylie 

Due to Covid-19, First 

Communions were        

delayed and looked a    

little different than       

normal, but the              

celebrations were as 

memorable and             

momentous as ever! 

Not pictured:  Aries Steel 

Confirmation • St. Mary, Vinton • Sunday, March 15, 2020 
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Liturgy Committee Members 

*Musicians from SMV rotate attendance at our meetings. 

Liturgy 

The liturgy committee assists Fr. Brokman and Marcia 
Reilly in facilitating the communal prayer in our cluster 
with the celebration of Eucharist as the source and 
summit of our Christian life.   The purpose of the     
liturgy committee is to nourish and give direction to 
the liturgical worship of our parishes, including the 
elements of spirituality, music, environment, liturgical 
ministers and attention to liturgical norms.   

Name Parish E-mail 

Ruth Dolan SHW rdolan1955@gmail.com 

Monica Funk* SMV monicafunk1971@gmail.com 

Betty Gottschalk SHW lbgotts@windstream.net 

Rhonda Happel SMV rhonda_happel@hotmail.com 

Paulette Hearn SMU pmhearn@gmail.com 

Sue Keller SMV skeller0117@gmail.com 

Dan Mensen SMU dmmensen@gmail.com 

Laurie Plante SMU lplante@theghoshcenter.org 

Peggy Weideman* SMV weidemando@mchsi.com 

Kathy Wessling* SMV iowaland@mebbs.com 

Nancy Dobney — dbq207bm@dbqarch.org 

Fr. Jim Brokman — dbqhc1@dbqarch.org 

Marcia Reilly — m.reilly@dbqarch.org 

Normally, we welcome new members into the faith through 
the sacraments of initiation at the Easter Vigil.  Covid-19    
disrupted and delayed our celebration a bit,  but we were 
happy to welcome three new members into the Catholic 
Church on the Feast of Pentecost!  Pictured above - top left:  
Adam Schultz with his sponsor, Megan (Ternus) Schultz 
(SMV); top right:  Darla Small on the right with her sponsor, 
Melissa Holthaus (SMU); and at the bottom:  Nick Weber, 
Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults (RCIA) Coordinator with 
Morgan Ollinger and her sponsor, Holly Ollinger (SMV). 

Children gathered with Fr. Jim to bless the manger     
scene on Christmas Eve, always a special night! 

Thanks to a generous donation 
from Alan (Cindy) Michael and 
Debbie (Chuck) Leaming in 
memory of their parents,   
Raymond and Marilyn Michael, a 
beautiful stained glass window of 
Mary now adorns the sanctuary at 
St. Mary, Urbana. The rest of the 
windows in the church and hall 
were also repaired and new       
exterior coverings were installed,  
brightening the worship space.   

At the request of Archbishop 
Jackels, the tabernacle at St. 
Mary, Vinton was moved to a 
central location in the sanctu-
ary.   It was decided to elevate 
the crucifix at the same time by    
suspending it from a ceiling 
beam.  At the same time, Gerry 
Ries donated new presider and 
deacon chairs in memory of her 
husband, Charles (Chuck) Ries. 
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The role of the Stewardship/Discipleship committee is to 
encourage parishioners to exercise stewardship as an 
expression of gratitude to God and as a way of life for 
disciples of Christ.  Among the functions of this com-
mittee are the following: 
-To foster a sense of belonging to and ownership of the 
parish 
-To assist with evangelization efforts 
-To encourage all to center themselves in prayer, espe-
cially prayer of gratitude 
-To educate the parish/cluster about stewardship 
-To work with the staff and other committees to assess 
the ministry needs of the parish/cluster 
-To assist in drawing forth the stewardship of time, talent 
and treasure from all parishioners. 

Name Parish E-mail 

Nick Weber, Chair SMV pnnweber@netins.net 

Joyce & Larry   
Conrad 

SHW lmcjdc@hotmail.com 

Rhonda Happel SMV rhonda_happel@hotmail.com 

Ellen Herman SMU Ellen.herman@fmtcs.com 

Vicki Ramsey SMU vlramsey71@gmail.com 

Erica Silbernagel SMV manternache@gmail.com 

Marcia Reilly — m.reilly@dbqarch.org 

Mark your calendar for our Lenten Mission 
March 7-9, 2021 
“I Am a Mission”  

Deepening My Christian Vocation in Our Times 
If my Christian faith were electricity, would anyone get 
a shock if they touched me? This parish mission will 
consider aspects of our Christian vocation through 
Christian identity, Christian accompaniment in        
community and our Christian call to evangelize.  

What is a “mission”?  It is a time of grace and a time 
for renewal.  It is a time for a whole faith community 
to come together to reflect on God’s word and how we 
live out His word in our personal lives and together. 

Our presenter this year will be Fr. David 
Shields, SJ.  Fr. David is a Jesuit priest of 
the USA Midwest Province who has been 
involved in retreat ministry for over 40 
years in many formats. In addition to this         
ministry, Fr. David spent some 20 years 
with the Oglala Sioux on the Pine Ridge Reservation in 
South Dakota and, more recently, nearly 22 years in 
Hispanic ministry in Milwaukee, WI. Currently he is the 
Director of Spiritual Programs at Casa Romero Renewal 
Center in Milwaukee. Casa Romero is an urban bilin-
gual spirituality center offering bilingual retreats and 
formation to 1st and 2nd generation Latinx in southeast 
Wisconsin. 

Stewardship/Discipleship Discipleship Committee Members 

The Discipleship committee is always 
open to new members!  If you have 
questions or are interested in learning 
more,  please contact one of the   
members listed above. 

Last year we had to cancel the cluster     
mission due to Covid-19.  Not to be            
defeated, we’re going to try it again this 
year!  See below for details.   

During Advent, the Discipleship Committee along with 
the help of some talented parishioners put on a retreat 
based on the book People of the Nativity:  Living the 
Christmas Story Then and Now written by Marci         
Alborghetti.  It was a great afternoon that challenged us 
to re-think the Christmas story from the perspective of 
the people at the time. 

 

For the past several years, the        
Discipleship Committee has selected 
a book to give out to parishioners at 
Christmas to help them grow in 
knowledge and faith.  In 2019 they 
chose Jesus and the Jewish Roots of 
Mary: Unveiling the Mother of the 
Messiah by Brant Pitre.  The Vinton 
Knights of Columbus helped to fund 
the purchase.   
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Social Justice Committee Members 

Social Justice 

Name Parish E-mail 

Trish Peebles, Chair SMU tpeebles@fmtcs.com 

Angie Buck, Secretary SMU angiem.buck@gmail.com 

Dawn Atkinson SMU datkinson@fmtcs.com 

Connie & Bud Miller SHW bcamillertime@dybb.com 

Paul Scheiner SMV redbird712@gmail.com 

Connie Ternus SMV tntfarms@aol.com 

Leo Wobeter SMV lljjj@hotmail.com 

Marcia Reilly — m.reilly@dbqarch.org 

The purpose of the Social Justice Committee is... 
1. To continue the ministry of Jesus by service to marginalized 

persons and persons with special needs 
2. To coordinate programs which will promote justice and 

charity in full measure to all of God’s children 
3. To provide opportunities for parishioners to respond to the 

social needs of today. 

Special projects:

Thanksgiving Food baskets 1,188$       Provided food boxes to local families

Gifts to non-profit organizations

Catholic Charities USA 1,000$       Hurrican relief for Bahamas

Haiti 1,000$       Sister parish - assist with education expenses

Bridgehaven 500$           Provide support for parents during and after pregnancy

Catholic Charities - Arch of Dubuque 500$           Immigration services

Catholic Worker House 500$           Food and shelter for homeless and others in need

Families Helping Families 500$           Programs to support foster families & children throughout Iowa

Foundation 2 500$           Suicide prevention efforts

Waypoint 500$           Housing & services for homeless and domestic violence victims

Willis Dady 500$           Provides shelter & other support for homeless and veterans

Center Point Urbana CSD 500$           Greatest need for students

North Linn CSD 500$           Greatest need for students

Vinton Shellsburg CSD 500$           Greatest need for students

Young Parents Network 250$           Support services for young parents (ages 13-27)

8,438$       

As an expression of gratitude for all that God has done for us, the parishes of the Heart of Mary cluster tithe 3% of 
what is received for adult budget, holy days, Christmas and Easter collections and share it with others in need.  Drawing 
from Sacred Scripture, this practice is known as “First Fruits.”  The Social Justice committee has the responsibility to 
evaluate the many needs and decide how 2/3 of the First Fruits monies will be distributed.  The committee allocates 
funds to local, national and international causes.  The remaining 1/3 is held and distributed by the parish pastoral coun-
cils to respond to individual needs within our local communities on a case-by-case basis. The chart below shows how 
funds were distributed during the 2019-2020 fiscal year. 

Parishioners of all ages can get involved in service projects to 
benefit the local and surrounding communities.  Pictured on 
the left below are students and teachers from two of our Faith 
Formation classes who joined efforts to tie blankets to donate 
to the Catholic Worker House.  On the right, you see students 
putting tags on one of our Christmas Giving Trees.  What activi-
ties did you take part in last year?  What would you like to see 
us offer?       

We could use some more representation from   
Sacred Heart on the Social Justice Committee.     
Let Marcia know if you’d be interested in serving.   

St. Mary, Vinton joined All Saints parish in 
a Sister Parish relationship with Notre 
Dame de Lourdes in Belle Fontaine, Haiti in 
2004.  Parishioners have supported our 
sister parish in a variety of ways:  funds for 
education and medical needs, collections 
of medical and school supplies 
and an annual Adopt-a-Student 
campaign.  Pictured on the right 
is a collection box for school  
supplies crafted by Leo Wobeter. 
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Parish Life 

The role of the Parish Life Committee is threefold:  
1. To offer welcome to new parishioners and to foster a 

sense of belonging for all parishioners 
2. To provide activities which build and strengthen 

community within the parish 
3. To assist the pastor/parish life coordinator in the 

pastoral care of the community. 
Examples of activities that fall under Parish Life include: 

picnics/parish festivals, potlucks, coffee & donuts,      
outreach to the elderly/homebound, marriage enrich-
ment activities and family-centered church activities and 
events. 

Parish Life activities can be as diverse and creative  
as a committee can imagine! 

In our cluster, many activities and events that would be 
classified as “Parish Life” events have been led by staff, 
individual parishioners or small groups on an ad hoc ba-
sis.   

It would be wonderful if each of our parishes would 
have a committee dedicated to overseeing parish life 
activities on a local level, and perhaps even collaborate 
with the other parishes in our cluster.  If this sounds 
like something you’d be interested in getting involved 
with, please contact Marcia. 

Name Parish E-mail 

Annie Brustkern SMU abrustkern@hotmail.com 

Ellen Herman SMU ellen.herman@fmtcs.com 

Melissa Holthaus SMU holthaus.melissa555@gmail.com 

Tara Kress SMU bthkress@hotmail.com 

Vicki Ramsey SMU vlramsey71@gmail.com 

St. Mary, Urbana Parish Life Committee Members: 

A glimpse of some Parish Life events... 

Sacred Heart Fall Festival  

St. Mary, Urbana parishioners gather to make their      

famous homemade noodles for the chicken and noodles 

that will be served at their Fall Festival. 

St. Mary, Vinton Middle School movie night 

Sacred Heart “People Who Care” Dinner  

For the second year in a row, the SMU Parish Life    

Committee sent care packages to students                 

away at college. 
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Finance 

Name Parish E-mail 

Monica Funk SMV monicafunk1971@gmail.com 

Kelly Allsup SMV rkallsup@gmail.com 

Mike Barron SMV barronmc@icloud.com 

Dave Kelty SMU dkelty@fmtcs.com 

Wendy Willenbring SMU dougandwendy@fmtcs.com 

Chris Overturf SMU coverturf@lattaharris.com 

Deb Michael SHW sdmichael@iowatelecom.net 

Kim Vine SHW kvine@tld-inc.com 

Aaron Maue SHW aaron1@mauefamily.com 

Nancy Dobney — dbq207bm@dbqarch.org 

Jeannie Springer — dbq203sec@dbqarch.org 

Marcia Reilly — m.reilly@dbqarch.org 

The finance council serves as an advisory body to     
the pastor/parish life coordinator regarding the              
administration and stewardship of human resources, 
parish facilities and parish finances, including the    
annual budget. 
Members of the finance council are appointed by the 
pastor/parish life coordinator and should be knowl-
edgeable of and interested in fields of administration 
and finance including, but not limited to, areas such as 
fundraising, financial planning, building maintenance, 
construction, human resources and stewardship. 

Finance Council Members 

 

The table above shows the amount parishioners across all three parishes gave 
in the 2019-20 fiscal year for the following funds:  adult budget, holy day, 
Christmas, Easter and unrestricted donations.   If you are comparing the   
numbers to previous annual reports, please note that unrestricted donations 
were not included in this chart in prior years.  Unrestricted donations include 
donations such as qualified distributions from IRAs, etc.   As these types of 
donations have increased and become more significant in the past few years, 
we have included them in this breakdown to present a more complete       
picture of parishioner donations.  Note, also, that the above totals do not  
include parish-specific funds such as monies contributed to Vinton’s Lighting 
Our Way to Faith capital campaign or the window project at Urbana. 

Heart of Mary  

Amount Given 
# of Envelope 

Holders 
Total           
Given 

Percentage    
of Envelope 

Holders 

Percentage   
of                   

Contributions 

$0.00  331 $            -         42.71% 0.00% 

$0.01 - $75.00 48 $    1,636 6.19% 0.33% 

$75.01 - $300.00 92 $  16,689 11.87% 3.38% 

$300.01 - $500.00 55 $  22,219 7.10% 4.49% 
$500.01 - $1,000.00 92 $  65,246 11.87% 13.19% 

$1,000.01 - $2,500.00 106 $165,189 13.68% 33.40% 

$2,500.01 - $5,000.00 39 $131,672 5.03% 26.63% 

Over $5,000.00 12 $  89,811 1.55% 18.16% 

Non-members N/A $    2,083 N/A 0.42% 

 775 $494,545  100.00% 100.00% 

Steve Steinhoff from the Finance Council 
this past year.  We are grateful for his 
time and input on the council!  Please 
join us in thanking him for his service. 

As part of the CARES Act stimulus pack-
age authorized by the government in 
March 2020, we were able to apply for 
forgivable loans to help cover payroll 
expenses during the pandemic.  In  
total, our parishes received $47,092.50 
in assistance from this program.  We 
have completed the documentation 
required for forgiveness and are 
awaiting confirmation that the loans 
will be fully forgiven. 

Did you know you can shop on      
Amazon and generate donations to 
your parish?  Be sure to shop on 
smile.Amazon and select your parish 
to receive donations.  Last year we 
received the following amounts from 
the program:  Walker - $54.58,                     
Vinton -$27.56 and Urbana - $5.00. 

Thank you!  Thank you! 

We have seen a significant increase in 
the number of parishioners who 
choose to donate on-line (through My 
EOffering) or via Bill Pay since the start 
of the pandemic.  Both are a great way 
to continue to support your parish, 
even if you cannot attend Mass.  
Please call the office to learn more 
about these options. 
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Lighting Our Way to Faith 
St. Mary Vinton Capital Campaign Update 

As of June 30, 2020 
 

Project Costs Incurred:          $1.3 million 
Total Pledged to date:            $1,086,801 
Pledges Received to date:           $1,065,540 
Pledges to be Collected  $  21,261 
 

Principal Amount Borrowed  $850,000 
Principal Amount Paid to date    $709,500 
Outstanding debt  - 6/30/2020 $140,500 
Interest Paid to date (thru 6/30/20) $  50,952 
Note Due Date :       July 2023 - 10 years from last draw 
 

Additional amount needed over & above pledges still 
to be collected $119,239 ($140,500 - $21,261)* 

*This does NOT take into account interest expense.  
The loan has an adjustable interest rate.   
The Deposit & Loan lowered the interest rate from 
2.0% to 1.0% due to the Covid-19 pandemic. 
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Cemeteries 

Directors: 
 Dave Pladsen 
 Lon Lyphout 
 

Lot Price:  $300  (1 spot) 

Directors: 
 Dennis Zieser 
 Monica Zieser 
 

Lot Price:  $450 (3 spots) 

Directors: 
 Mike Krob 
 Bud Miller 
 

Lot Price:  $450  (3 spots) 

Did you know that half of all lot sale   

proceeds are transferred to perpetual 

care to be held in trust to ensure funds 

are available to maintain the cemetery 

forever? 

The principal balance of the perpetual 

care fund is left intact and grows with lot 

sales proceeds, but we are able to use 

the interest generated on the perpetual 

care fund for operations, if needed. 

Cemeteries are separate legal entities 

with their own board of directors,  

independent of  the parish. 

Operating Savings Perpetual 

Account Account Care Fund

Cash Balance - July 1 803$             7,596$      13,223$     

Receipts:

Lot sales 300$             

Interest Income 89$            880$           

Int trsfrd from Savings/Perpetual Care 880$             

Transfer from Savings 2,000$          

Donations 2,357$          

Total Receipts 5,537$          89$            880$           

Expenditures/Transfers:

Maintenance 2,181$          

To Perpetual Care from Lot sales

Interest trsfrd to Operating Account 880$           

Transfer to Operating Account 2,000$      

Other Expenses 36$                

Total Expenditures/Transfers 2,217$          2,000$      880$           

Cash Balance - June 30 4,123$          5,685$      13,223$     

St. Mary Vinton Cemetery

Operating Savings Perpetual 

Account Account Care Fund

Cash Balance - July 1 7,168$          8,203$      108,228$   

Receipts:

Lot sales 300$             

Interest Income 124$          5,773$        

Int trsfrd from Savings/Perpetual Care 7,309$          

Donations 2,100$          

Total Receipts 9,709$          124$          5,773$        

Expenditures/Transfers:

Maintenance 3,217$          

To Perpetual Care from Lot sales

Interest & Donations to Perpetual Care 5,773$          

Interest trsfrd to Operating Account

Other Expenses 1,207$          

Total Expenditures/Transfers 10,196$       -$          -$            

Cash Balance - June 30 6,681$          8,327$      114,001$   

St. Mary Urbana Cemetery

Operating Savings Perpetual 

Account Account Care Fund

Cash Balance - July 1 4,775$          2,448$      34,339$     

Receipts:

Lot sales 450$             

Interest Income 180$          2,285$        

Int from Savings/Perpetual Care 2,285$          

Donations 26,587$       

Transfer to savings from Operating Acct 22,552$    

Total Receipts 29,322$       22,732$    2,285$        

Expenditures/Transfers:

Maintenance 3,500$          

To Perpetual Care from Lot sales 225$             

Interest to Perpetual Care 2,285$          

Transfer to savings 22,552$       

Total Expenditures/Transfers 28,562$       -$          -$            

Cash Balance - June 30 5,535$          25,180$    36,624$     

Sacred Heart Cemetery
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Parish/Cluster statistics 
For the Year  

Ended: 6/30/2018 6/30/2019 6/30/2020 

 St. Mary, Vinton 

Total Members 770 785 726 

# of Households 298 304 284 

Baptisms 6 9 6 

Marriages 1 1 1 

First Eucharist 6 7 0 

Confirmation 18 0 26 

Deaths 14 6 8 

 St. Mary, Urbana 

Total Members 864 942 956 

# of Households 286 295 292 

Baptisms 4 9 12 

Marriages 0 1 1 

First Eucharist 20 13 0 

Confirmation 0 37 0 

Deaths 5 4 1 

 Sacred Heart, Walker 

Total Members 578 598 569 

# of Households 209 210 199 

Baptisms 3 2 2 

Marriages 1 3 0 

First Eucharist 7 7 0 

Confirmation 0 24 1 
Deaths 5 4 4 

 Heart of Mary  

Total Members 2212 2325 2251 

# of Households 793 809 775 

Baptisms 13 20 20 

Marriages 2 5 2 

First Eucharist 33 27 0 

Confirmation 18 61 27 

Deaths 24 14 13 

Age Distribution of Parishioners 

      

 SMV  SHW 

0-5 yrs 42 5.79%  17 2.99% 

6-18 yrs 146 20.11%  132 23.20% 

19-39 yrs 121 16.67%  106 18.63% 

40-65 yrs 260 35.81%  213 37.43% 

66 + yrs 157 21.62%  101 17.75% 

 726   569  

      

 SMU  Total 

0-5 yrs 57 5.96%  116 5.15% 

6-18 yrs 260 27.20%  538 23.90% 

19-39 yrs 214 22.38%  441 19.59% 

40-65 yrs 326 34.10%  799 35.50% 

66 + yrs 99 10.36%  357 15.86% 

 956   2251  

In the 2019-2020 fiscal year, we welcomed the following families  
and individuals to the Heart of Mary cluster: 

 Sean & Kelly (Johnson) Kelly (SMV) 
 Frank & Jill Woods  - Rosalie, Paul & Magnolia (SMU) 
 Dorothy Schmelzer (SMU) 
 Will & Elizabeth Souer - Cash, Mia & Corinne (SMU) 
 Cynthia Jantzen (SMV) 
 Mike & Trudy Welter (SMU) 
 Sara & Andrew Berns - Aiden, Irie (SHW) 
 Mike Burns (SMU) 
 Hannah & Ben Railsback - Daisy (SMU) 
 Sarah & Dylan Humpal (SMU) 
 Anthony & Jasmine Church (SMV) 
 Alli & Cody Mills - Beckett & Brynnley (SMU) 
 Rod & Amy Short - Jenna & Chase (SMU) 
 Patrick & Kristine Horst (SMV) 

And we mourned the loss of these parishioners… 
 Jay Simmons (SHW) - July 22, 2019 
 Margery Henderson (SHW) - July 22, 2019 
 Angie Steffen (SMV) - September 3, 2019 
 John Fank (SMV) - October 27, 2019 
 Gerald Wall (SHW) - November 23, 2019 
 Delores Glass (SMV) - December 3, 2019 
 Karen Goodenbour (SMV) - December 22, 2019 
 Charles Ries (SMV) - January 10, 2020 
 Ken Huelman (SMV) - February 8, 2020 
 Harold Michael (SMU) - March 3, 2020 
 Larry Burke (SHW) - March 11, 2020 
 Jackie Jessen (SMV) - March 29, 2020 
 Chuck Peterson (SMV) - June 16, 2020 

We welcomed the following individuals into the Church through 
the waters of baptism… 

 Mac Seiler, son of Ben & Bridget (SMU) 
 Chance LeClere, son of Brian & Jamie (SMU) 
 Lettie Fish, daughter of Jake & Samantha (SMU) 
 Adley Ohlaug, daughter of Brandon & Abby (SMV) 
 Colton Carman, son of Tom & Candace (SMU) 
 Dax Happel, son of Brian & Stacey (SMV) 
 Finn Happel, son of Brian & Stacey (SMV) 
 Justine Roster, daughter of Adam & Teresa (SMV) 
 Dalton Strand, son of Jason & Jennifer (SMU) 
 Audrey Carson, daughter of Jennifer Pfab & Dan Carson (SHW) 
 Ewan Johnston, son of Aaron & Ann (SMV) 
 Ariella Michael, daughter of Abigail Petsche (SMU) 
 Daisy Railsback, daughter of Ben & Hannah (SMU) 
 Landry McKinley, son of Cliff & Samantha (SHW) 
 Winston Silbernagel, son of Colman & Erica (SMV) 
 Brynnley Mills, daughter of Cody & Allison (SMU) 
 Macy Vaske, daughter of Jared & Amanda (SMU) 
 Magnolia Woods, daughter of Frank & Jill (SMU) 
 Rowen Love, son of Max Love & Megan Kelty (SMU) 
 Mason Cook, son of Patrick & Tiffany (SMU) 
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Heart of Mary Cluster 

The Parishes of St. Mary, Urbana; Sacred 

Heart, Walker; and St. Mary, Vinton 

PO Box 116  

Walker, IA  52352 
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The Heart of Mary Cluster,  
inspired by the Holy Spirit,  

provides a welcoming faith community  
in which we proclaim the Gospel of Jesus Christ   

by the way we live,  
by our worship together  

and in serving others. 

St. Mary, Urbana * St. Mary, Vinton * Sacred Heart, Walker 


